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One of the most unsettled conflicts on the territory of post-
Soviet Union countries is that of Nagorno-Karabakh. The conflict is
deeply rooted in history and the perspectives of its resolution seem
to be uncertain!. Armenia and Azerbaijan have been trying to come
to agreement since the 1990s, however, the main issues of the con-
flict have not been solved yet due to the completely different views of
both states: Armenia wants to protect the right of its nation for self-
determination, whereas Azerbaijan would like to preserve the terri-
torial integrity of the country. The conflict between the two countries

1 More information on the conflict background can be found in the following pub-
lications: P. Adamczewski, Gérski Karabach w polityce niepodlegtego Azerbejdzanu,
Warszawa 2012; A. Chodubski, Gérski Karabach: odstony sporéw i walk, [in:] Ar-
menia. Dziedzictwo a wspdiczesne kierunki przemian kulturowo-cywilizacyjnych,
ed. P. Nieczuja-Ostrowski, Poznan 2016, pp. 225-240; K. Stasiak, W.Sz. Staszew-
ski, A. Szarek-Zwijacz, Stosunki polsko-armeriskie. Wybdér dokumentéw z wprowa-
dzeniem, Lublin 2017, pp. 14-20; T. Grzywaczewski, Granice marzen. O paristwach
nieuznawanych, Wotowiec 2018.
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escalated in July 2020. Armenia and Azerbaijan put forward mutual
accusations of violating the ceasefire. According to the recent state-
ment of the President of Azerbaijan [lTham Aliyev, the negotiations
within the framework of OSCE Minsk Group between Armenia and
Azerbaijan have been conducted for about 30 years without success
and in the last few years they turned out to be pointless2.

Taking into consideration the above mentioned points there
is a constant need to collect new facts and opinions on the subject
of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and keep them up-to-date in order
to look for new and better solutions to the problem. Therefore, the
latest collection of articles titled 30 years of Conflict in Nagorno-
-Karabakh edited by A.P. Kurylev is an attempt to fill the gap on this
topic. The publication provides different views of scientists and stu-
dents from different countries and of different age groups at different
stages of study.

The collection of articles was compiled as a result of the Inter-
national Scientific Round Table Debate which took place in People’s
Friendship University of Russia (RUDN University) at the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences on 14th December 2018. The articles
were prepared by the representatives of RUDN University studying
the problems of the post-Soviet space as well as leading specialists
and experts from the Republic of Azerbaijan (Baku State University),
the Republic of Armenia (Yerevan State University), MGIMO Univer-
sity (Moscow State Institute of International Relations), Diplomatic
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.
The authors include Denis A. Degterev, Vladimir A. Tsvyk, Sergey M.
Markedonov, Vaagn R. Aglyan, Konstantin P. Kurulev, Alimusa
Gyulmusa Ibragimov, Dmitriy A. Sidorov, Mirmekhti Mirkamil ogly
Agazade, Ovannes Gevorkyan, Nuride Guseynova, Aytadj Alovset
kyzy Gasanova, Anastasiya R. Andronova, Arina D. Sharavina, La-
risa S. Kolesnikova, Polina M. Pavlova, Yekaterina A. Penkova, Yulia
P. Gnusova, Olga K. Maximova, Roman A. Adlov, Andrey E.
Marchenko.

2 10. BreipomoBa, Anues Haszgan b6eccmbleieHHbIMU nepezogopbl ¢ Apmeruell 8
nocneoHue 200vl, PBK 01.01.2021, https://www.rbc.ru/politics/01/01/2021/
S5feec9919a79473698da7b2b, (mata mocryma: 30.12.2020).
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The book contains 172 pages and includes 16 articles con-
cerning various aspects of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict starting
from its origin, perspectives of its resolution, its influence on the for-
eign policy of Armenia and Azerbaijan as well as the external factors
influencing the resolution of the conflict and the impact it has on the
post-Soviet space. All the articles are written in Russian, which is a
big advantage since it considerably expands the target audience of
the book giving it a chance to be understood by readers from both
countries involved in the conflict as well as by representatives of in-
ternational society. The structure of the book is clear and easy to
follow.

The opening article written by D.A. Degterev and V.A. Tsvyk
gives an overall view on international conflicts in different parts of
the world analyzing how the study of their background and mecha-
nisms of their resolution can be applied on the territory of post-So-
viet statess. It lists the leading specialists and experts whose vision
of the problem of conflicts is valued in the scientific world and men-
tions the most important periodicals which have published their
studies. There is also an explanation why the conflict of Nagorno-
Karabakh is worth being paid attention to and which factors influ-
ence the situation in the region.

Several articles deal with the attitude of different countries
towards the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh including Russia, the
USA, Ukraine, Iran, France, China as well as the European Union.
The leading part in the process of negotiations between Armenia and
Azerbaijan unquestionably belongs to Russia as it inherited the role
of the leader after the collapse of the Soviet Union. This issue is
touched upon in the article by S.M. Markedonov*. It reveals how the
conflict became one of the factors which led to the collapse of the
USSR and afterwards determined the interests the Russian Federa-
tion pursued in the process of stabilizing the situation in the region.
The aims and motives of Russia’s involvement in peaceful regulation
of the conflict are explained further on. The author also mentions

3 O.A. [HerrepeB, B.A. IIBbIK, AHQIU3 KOH@PAUKMO8 HA NOCMCOBEMCKOM
npocmparcmee: uccnedosarust PY/IH, [in:] 30-nemue kongpnuxma e Hazoprom
Kapabaxe. CoopHur HayuHbx cmamell, ed. K.I1. KypriaeB, MockBa 2019, pp. 3-10.
4 C.M. MapkenoHoB, Poccus e npouecce Hazopro-Kapabaxckozo ypezynuposaHusi,
[in:] ibidem, pp. 11-26.
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similarities and differences of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict with
the other post-Soviet conflicts in Georgia, Ukraine and Moldova as
well as the influence the conflict has on the relations and cooperation
with other countries — the USA, Iran, Turkey and the EU.

The article by V.R. Aglyan explains the reasons why the USA
got so deeply and directly involved in the process of pacifying the
conflicts. The potential danger that the issue might become interna-
tional involving neighbouring countries, first of all Turkey which is a
member of NATO, encouraged Washington to take an active politico-
diplomatic part in regional affairs. NATO’s southern flank destabili-
zation in case of Turkey’s military involvement in the conflict might
become a serious problem for the USA. Furthermore, the article
points out the significant role Russia plays in resolving the conflict
showing great interest in peaceful regulation of the issue.

In his article K.P. Kurylev pays attention to one of the factors
which influence Ukraine’s foreign policy concerning the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, which is the ethnic-confessional situation in the
country®. The conflict has created conditions for the growth of Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani population in Ukraine, thus enabling the for-
mation of some of the largest ethnical diasporas on the territory of
the country. On the other hand, Ukraine’s economic interests in di-
versifying energy resources are closely connected with the situation
in Transcaucasian region since the official Kyiv is interested in keep-
ing good trade relations with Azerbaijan as well as with Turkmeni-
stan, Kazakhstan and Iran. However, the key factor defining
Ukraine’s policy concerning Nagorno-Karabakh is the relationship
between Kyiv and Moscow.

The attitude of Iran towards the countries involved in the Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict is quite surprising. As M.M. Agazade states
in his article, Iran, being an Islamic state, openly stands for keeping
the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and, at the same time, according

5 B.P. AragH, Moseosble yeHmpul u sxcnepmroe coobuecmeo CIIA o Kapabaxckom
KoHurme u poau PP, [in:] ibidem, pp. 27-39.

6 K.II. KypseiaeB, Paxmopel, onpedensisuiue 8HEUIHIOW NOAUMUKY YKpauHbl no
eonpocy HaeopHo-Kapabaxckozo ypezyaupogarus (1992-1994 ee.), [in:] ibidem,
pp- 40-51.
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to some views, silently supports Armenia’. Thus, the fact that the
conflict still remains unsettled is, in a certain way, quite
a satisfactory situation for Iran.

The position of China (standing for peaceful regulation of the
conflict) is revealed in the articles by Ye.A. Penkova, Yu.P. Gnusova
and O.K. Maximova8. China mainly shows interest in economic and
commercial relations with the countries of the region emphasizing
the significance of solely peaceful resolution of the conflict between
Armenia and Azerbaijan giving absolutely no comments as to either
the territorial integrity of states or the right of nations for self-deter-
mination. Special attention is paid to the issue of Nagorno-Karabakh
by the European Union, especially France, which is described in the
articles by L.S. Kolesnikova and P.M. Pavlova®. In fact, the EU gen-
erally assists and supports the actions of OSCE Minsk Group and
UNO with France playing the role of the leader.

R.A Adlov and A.E. Marchenko focus their attention on reli-
gious factors!0. Islam is an important part of life in Islamic countries
and considerably influences their foreign policy. Unfortunately, no
attention is paid in the article in question to the significance of the
main religion of Armenia — Orthodox Christianity. The religious fac-
tor, being an essential component of cultural and civilizational iden-
tity of both countries in conflict - Armenia and Azerbaijan, played a
substantial role in the relations between the countries. This issue is
given a detailed perspective in the article by R. Kr6l-Mazur in another
publication about Armeniall.

7 M.M. Arazane, ITosuuyusi Mpana no HaezopHo-Kapabaxckomy Koncprurxmy, [in:]
ibidem, pp. 62-69.

8 E.A. IlewpkoBa, IO.II. THycoBa, ITooxodbot KHP Kk woHgpauxmy e HazopHom
Kapabaxe, [in:] ibidem, pp. 105-113; O.K. MakcumoBa, E.A. IlenskoBa, IleKuH-
Baky: 8322150 Ha OmHOoWeHUs ¢ pempocnekmueoll, [in:] ibidem, pp. 114-126.

9 A.C. KoaecHuroBa, Ponb egponelickozo corwo3a & HazopHo-Kapabaxckom
KoH@purkme, [in:] ibidem, pp. 86-96; IL.M. IlaBaoBa, Ponb PpaHyuuu
8 ypezynuposaruu HazopHo-Kapabaxckozo koHpauxkma, [in:] ibidem, pp. 97-104.
10 P.A. AnaoB, A.E. Mapuenko, daxmop ucnamcrkoii conudaprHocmu 8 HazopHom
Kapabaxe, [in:] ibidem, pp. 127-138.

11 R. Kr6l-Mazur, Rola religii w konflikcie o Gérski Karabach, [in:] Armenia. Dzie-
dzictwo a wspdiczesne kierunki przemian kulturowo-cywilizacyjnych, ed.
P. Nieczuja-Ostrowski, Poznan 2016, p. 241.
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Other important issues influencing the situation in Nagorno-
-Karabakh are also touched upon in this collection of articles. The
general principles and evolution of foreign policy of both Armenia
and Azerbaijan are paid attention to in the articles by O. Gevorkyan
and N. Guseynova!?; A.R. Andronova and A.D. Sharavina take a
closer look at the role of international intergovernmental organiza-
tions!3; A.G. Ibragimov explains the importance of regional integra-
tion!4; D.A. Sidorov takes an attempt to find out if any changes oc-
curred in the Nagorno-Karabakh issue after the Velvet Revolution in
Armenial5; the role of diaspora in Russian-Azerbaijani relations is
studied by A.A. Gasanovale.

The above mentioned articles prove that the publication
30 Years of Conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh edited by A.P. Kurylev pre-
sents a valuable study of many specialists and experts as well as
young scholars studying the problems of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict. It will unquestionably be useful for everyone who wants to
expand their knowledge on the matter — not only for specialists who
deal with foreign policy of post-Soviet countries, conflictology and in-
ternational relations, but also for those who specialize in national
security, diplomatic relations as well as the history of the Transcau-
casian region. This compilation is also worth paying attention to due
to the fact that it is one of the latest works on the conflict published
in recent years. That is why it will undoubtedly be of great value for
a potential reader.

12 O. Tl'eBopksaH, 9eonwouuss eHewHell noaumuku ApmerHuu, H. TyceliHona,
IpuHyunst u npuopumemul 8HeulHenoauUMuUueckol desmenvHocmu Azepbatiorkan-
crotl Pecnybnuru, [in:] ibidem, pp. 139-162.

13 AP. AunponoBa, A.Jl. HlapaBuHa, Potb MeKOYHAPOOHbBLX MexKnpasumesto-
CMBEeHHbLX op2aHUsauuil 8 ypezysruposaruu koHgaukma e HazopHom Kapabaxe,
[in:] ibidem, pp. 70-85.

14 AT. UbparumoB, Hazoprulii Kapabax — paspeuleHue KOHpAUKMA nocpeocmasom
peauoHanbHOU uHmezpayuu, [in:] ibidem, pp. 52-56.

15 1.A. CunopoB, HazopHo-Kapabaxckuii kKoHpukm nocae 6apxamHoil pegostoyuu
8 ApmeHuu, [in:] ibidem, pp. 57-61.

16 A.A. TacanoBa, Posib duacnopsl 8 pocculicko-a3epbaitiOiaHCKuX OMmHOUEHUSIX,
[in:] ibidem, pp. 163-170.
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